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CIRCSYST General Assembly
& 
40th AER - Assembly of European Regions Anniversary

AGENDA 
2nd Steering Committee Meeting 
17.–19.6.2025, Slovenia / PODRAVJE - Maribor








CIRCSYST GeA Slovenia AGENDA

40th AER - Assembly of European Regions Anniversary
Maribor Innovation Forum 17.6.2025
"Driving Prosperity, Achieving Cohesion in European Regions"

	
	AER & CIRCSYST participants (optional)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  If you would like to participate, please, subscribe in the ‘K’ column attendance list and lunch attendance] 


	Date
	Time
	Activity

	Tuesday
17.6.2025

(AER &  CIRCSYST participants common event)
	09:30 – 10:00
	
Registration of participants
Welcome coffee & tea
[bookmark: _Hlk198813134][bookmark: _Hlk198813389](Venue: Minorite church[footnoteRef:3]) [3:  All venue locations are very close to each other] 



	
	10:00 – 12:30
	Opening 10.00 – 11.00
(Venue: Maribor Puppet Theatre)
Moderator: Nataša Briški, international journalist and editor-in-chief of Meta’s List Institute

· Aleksander Arsenovič, President of Development Council Eastern Slovenia & Mayor of Maribor 
· Aleksander Jevšek, Minister for Cohesion and Regional Development of Slovenia
· Albert Castellanos, President of AER – Assembly of European Regions 

11:00 - 12:30
Policy roundtable: Boosting Europe’s competitiveness 
Moderator: Nataša Briški

· Andrew Boff, Vice President of the Bureau of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
· Dr Jerneja Jug, Head of the Representation of the European Commission in Slovenia
· Rastislav Trnka, Chairman of the Košice Self-Governing Region, Slovakia
· Vladimir Prebilič, Member of the European Parliament (video broadcast) 

	
	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch break & Networking (Minorite church)

	
	13:30 – 16:00
	
Afternoon Session
13:30 – 14:15
(Venue: Maribor Puppet Theatre) 
Moderator: Matija Stepišnik, editor-in-chief at Večer

Drivers of technological innovation at national and regional levels

· Lilijana Madjar, AER Vice President for Public Services, Digitalisation & Cohesion
· Dr Simon Savšek, Head of EIB– European Investment Bank Group Office, Ljubljana, Slovenia
· Srečko Đurov, State Secretary for Regional Development 
· Tamara Zajec Balažič, Acting Director at SPIRIT Slovenia Business Development Agency

14:15 - 14:45 / Coffee Break & Networking

13:45 – 16:00
Moderator: Matija Stepišnik, editor-in-chief at Večer

Panel - Roundtable discussion

International business practices for technological excellence

· Dr. Zvone Simončič, Director of Pharmaceutical Research for Krka d.o.o.
· Representative from Talum d.d. 
(biggest aluminium producer in Slovenia)
· …


	
	
19:00

	CIRCSYST Welcome Dinner Event at Gala Žar restaurant (participation optional, self-payment)[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Subscribe in the ‘L’ column of the online Participants Registry Form_2.GeA] 





	
	CIRCSYST GeA DAY 1

	Date
	Time
	Activity

	Wednesday
18.6.2025
	08:30 – 13:30
	8:30 – 9:00 Registration of participants
Welcome coffee & tea
(Venue: Minorite church)

CIRCSYST General Assembly DAY 1
(Venue: Judgment Tower)

9:00 - 9:10 / Welcoming 
Welcome greeting by the CIRCSYST Slovenian partners
(RDAPM, KIS, PTUJ)

9:10 – 9:15 / Opening GeA session – Dr. Joaquin Vilaplana

9:15 – 9:25 / CCRI-CSO representative - Jan Wynarski

9:25 – 9:45 / WP1 Update General State of the Project (AIJU)

9:45 – 10:10 / WP 2 Update and Next Steps (AIDIMME)

10:10 – 10:35 / WP 3 Update and Next Steps (LAB)


10:35 – 11:00 / Coffee Break


11:00 – 11:25 / WP 4 Update and Next Steps (MGFU)

11:25 – 11:50 / WP5 Update and Next Steps (EURADA)

11:50 – 12:15 / WP6 Update and Next Steps and Workshops (ZSI)

12:15 – 13.30 / Discussion groups on three main blocks (water (WP2), bio-waste (WP3), and plastics (WP4)), transversal (WP5, 6 & 7) and LCA – Questions & exchanging ideas


	
	13:30 – 14:30
	Lunch break & Networking (Minorite church)[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Subscribe to the "M" column of the online Participants Registry Form_2.GeA] 


	
	14:30 – 16:30
	14:30 – 14:55 / WP7 Update and Next Steps (ISLE)
14:55 – 15:20 / WP1 Next Steps & Closure (AIJU)
15:20 – 16:00 Amendments voting session
16:00 – 16:30 Video Recording Time

	
	18:00
	Tour to the World's Oldest Grapevine & Museum visit[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Subscribe to the "N" column of the online Participants Registry Form_2.GeA] 

(AER & CIRCSYST participants (greeted by the Slovenia consortium))

	
	19:00
	Gala dinner at the Arcades of the Maribor Castle[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Subscribe to the "O" column of the online Participants Registry Form_2.GeA] 

(AER & CIRCSYST participants (greeted by the Slovenia consortium))



	
	CIRCSYST GeA DAY 2

	Date
	Time
	Activity

	Thursday
19.6.2025
	08:30 
– 
10:30
	8:30 – 9:00 Registration of participants
Welcome coffee & tea
(Venue: Minorite church)

CIRCSYST General Assembly DAY 2
(Venue: Judgment Tower)

9:00 - 10:00 / Panel on Bioeconomy (Roundtable discussion)
Moderator: Nuša Lazar, Urbact Lead expert on Circular Economy
· Nataša Ritonija, AER Bioeconomy Working Group 
& CCRI Podravje, Slovenia 
· Patrick Mülhauser, Canton Fribourg, Switzerland
· Dr. Joaquín Villaplana, CIRCSYST - Circular Systemic Solutions, AIJU Spain
· Loles Vidal, Generalitat Valenciana, Spain
· Ellen Mulder, Province of Gelderland, Nederland

10:00 – 10:30 / Roundtable discussion & Open questions
10:30 / Closing of the GeA

	
	10:40 
– 
15:00
	A tour of good practice examples in the Podravje region[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  CIRCSYST partners and willing AER partners] 

– Sustainable Bio-Circular cases:

· NIGRAD Demo site & Other cases / CINDERELA, LIFE IP RESTART, RE-BUILT / VIRIDI (ZAG), InertWaste, …
 
· CIRCSYST Slovenian PILOT SITE Tour Visit PTUJ 
(KP PTUJ, KIS)

	
	
	Bus transportation will be organised by the SI hosts[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Participants returning earlier, contact the organiser to be arranged differently. Subscribe to the "P" column of the online Participants Registry Form_2.GeA] 


	
	15:00 – 
16:30
	Lunch break at Hotel Roškar, Hajdoše[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Subscribe to the "Q" column of the online Participants Registry Form_2.GeA] 


	
	17:30
	Back arrival to Maribor

	
	20:00
	End event – Farewell networking under the oldest Oak in Maribor[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Nearby Minorite church] 


	
	
	Departure of participants
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